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INTRODUCTION


Cornelius was a centurion—i.e., a captain of 100 soldiers of the Roman Empire. He was stationed in Caesarea. We are not told much about him, but we can learn a few details from our text. He is a very religious person—a man of faith, but he only has a general knowledge of God. We can deduce, therefore, that he is a man who is searching for something to believe in. Let us see what we can learn about Cornelius from our text.
I. HE WAS A RESPECTED RULER.
1. He was righteous—devout and God-fearing.

2. He was respected—loved by those who knew him.

But he was searching for something to believe in.
II. HE WAS A GENEROUS GIVER.

1. He gave to people who were needy.

2. He gave out of a heart filled with love for God.
But he was searching for something to believe in.
III. HE WAS A SINCERE SEEKER.

1. He sought to know God.

2. He sought to know the Word of God.

He was searching for something to believe in.
IV. HE WAS AN INFLUENTIAL INDIVIDUAL.

1. He brought his family together to hear the Gospel.
2. He brought his friends together to hear the Gospel.
He was searching for something to believe in.
V. HE BECAME A CONSECRATED CHRISTIAN.

1. He was filled with the Holy Spirit.

2. He became a baptized believer.

Finally, he no longer was searching for something to believe in; for he had found it. Nothing else would satisfy him! No one else would satisfy him! Only Jesus!
CONCLUSION


Cornelius was a good man, a religious man, even a righteous man! However, he did not know the Lord of Glory, the One Hope of Heaven. He was still searching for something to believe in—until he found Jesus Christ. Then, he rejoiced because he could worship God in spirit and truth. 


Illustration: John Powell, Professor of Loyola University in Chicago, tells the story of a student named Tommy. Tommy was an atheist who took Powell’s Theology of Faith class. On the last day of class, Tommy asked if Powell thought he would ever find God. He answered, “No! But God will find you.” A few years later, Tommy looked up the professor and told him this story. He had terminal cancer and only a short time left to live. He told Powell that he had thought about what he had said. He finally gave up searching for God, but remembered that Powell had told the students to show love to others who were important to them. He had begun to do that and now was there to see him to tell him how much he loved and appreciated his teaching. He told the professor that God had indeed found him as he was telling others he loved them. He had become a believer and wanted the professor to tell his story to the students and to others. He died a believer shortly after that meeting. He was 24.
How about you? Are you searching for something to believe in? If so, why not learn from Cornelius! Make Jesus Christ the end of your search and the center of your life. If you have already found Jesus Christ, are you living a consecrated life? Do you constantly want to know more about God and His Word? If not, recommit your life to Him today.
